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Workshops on Srivijaya Scheduled

Two consultative workshops on
archaeological and environmental
studies on Srivijaya will be conven-
ed by SPAFA in July and August
1982, respectively. The first one
will be implemented by the Thai
SPAFA Sub-Centre and the second
by the SPAFA Sub-Centre for
Archaeological Research in Indone-
sia. These are follow-up activities to
the Workshop on Research on Srivi-
jaya held in Jakarta on 12-17 March
1979.

The consultative workshops will
serve as a forum for the exchange of
data already gathered in the two
countries involved — Indonesia and
Thailand — to facilitate the conduct
of comparative studies on the topic.
The workshop program will also in-
clude the discussion of the research
and analytical methods employed
in each country which are adap-
table in the execution of the other
projects.

The archaeological and environ-

mental studies are but one of the
seven research packages drawn up
during the initial workshop in Jakar-
ta. The others are as follows: biblio-
graphy on the Srivijaya, classifica-
tion of arts in the Srivijaya Period,
studies of ancient toponyms,
studies of ancient toponyms, studies
of Chinese sources, commerce and
navigation in the Srivijaya Period
and ethno-linguistics. The objectives
and methodologies of the first three
research proposals are given below.

Research Project 1: BIBLIOGRAPHY ON SRIVIJAYA

Rationale: Bibliography is the basic tool of academic
studies.

Objectives:
1. To compile the most complete and up-to-date

list of work on Srivijaya by scholars within as well as
outside the region

2. To make an annotated bibliography of works
written in languages other than English

3. To distribute the list and the annotated biblio-
graphy to interested scholars and institutions

4. To provide interested scholars with English
translation of a particular work upon request

Methodology:
1. Make out lists of publications and unpublished

manuscripts to be supplied to the SPAFA Co-ordina-
ting Unit by Member Countries for compilation and
subsequent distribution

2. Make available a list of translators in Member
Countries and channel the information through the
SPAFA Coordinating Unit for dissemination

3. Whereas existing ideas of Srivijaya are largely
determined by textual analyses and the few archaeo-
logical researches already done, it is agreed to launch
a new approach using interdisciplinary methods in
the service of scientific archaeological research on
this important aspect of Southeast Asian history

Methodology:
1. Survey 

1.1 Satellite photography
1.2 Aerial survey (uniform scale of 1:10,000)
1.3 Surface checking (metric system)
1.4 Geo-electric prospecting (or similar methods

wherever feasible)
1.5 Land and sea survey (within 100 m. below sea

level)
1.6 Study of modern and ancient coastlines and

rivers
1.7 Analysis of soil types, taking into account pre-

sent and potential productivity
1.8 Botanical and faunal survey which will focus

on modern and ancient economic species
1.9 Utilization of informants and other sources of

information for location of potentially important
sites

Research Project 2: ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND EN-
VIRONMENTAL STUDIES

Three 5-year archaeological research programmes
to be conducted in Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thailand
are included in this package.

Objectives:
1. To work out excavation programmes to deter-

mine the seat(s) of the Srivijayan Empire in Southeast
Asia and in areas at present believed to be extensions
of this Empire within the region,

2. To provide an innovative framework for research
to which each Member Country can contribute signif-
icantly within their own respective areas and/or capac-
ities, and

2. Inventory of Sites 
2.1 Providing adequate recording by using standard

procedures of handling surface finds
2.2 Progressive documentation of maximum lists of

sites
2.3 Careful selection of sites to be excavated, from

the above-mentioned results of the inventory
3. Sites for Excavation by Priorities. 

3 1 Indonesia
i) Riau

ii) Jambi
iii) South Sumatra
iv) Lampung
v) North Sumatra

3.2 Malaysia
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i) Kedah
ii) Kelantan

iii) Trengganu
iv) Pahang

3.3 Thailand

i) Chaiya
ii) Satingphra

iii) Takuapa and environs
4. Participation/composition of research teams/coor-
dination

4.1 Surveys and excavations to be interdisciplinary:
i) archaeologists

ii) geomorphologists
iii) epigraphists
iv) palaeobotanists
v) palaeozoologist

vi) historians and art historians
vii) others

4.2 Exacations to be undertaken separately by
each Member Country

4.3 Regional participation by invitation through
the SEAMEO Personnel Exchange Programme.

4.4 Participation of other experts/specialists out-
side the region through invitations

4.5 Coordination through periodic consultations
by way of seminars and/or meetings.
5. Analyses of Materials* 

5.5 Study of ceramics (as means of cross-dating
sites to arrive at a reliable cultural as well as chronolo-
gical sequence)

5.2 Study of non-ceramic artifactual materials by
scientific methods

5.3 Identification of structures
5.4 Study of settlement patterns
5.5 Definition of stratigraphy and soil, pollen

analyses of individual localities and the study of their
relationship within a single site

5.6 Comparative study of sites within the region
5.7 Study of ancient hydraulic and other agricul-

tural technologies whenever possible
5.8 Exploitation of data derived from underwater

archaeology.
6. Write-up of reports 

*The above studies are to be conducted within an ecological context. 

The writing of the report is a fundamental obliga-
tion.

6.1 The collected data should be first made available
bilingually in stencil for maximum local and regional
access to the information.

6.2 The English translation should be put together
for publication in one or several volumes for dissemi-
nation to other interested scholars and institutions
within as well as outside the region.

Research Project 3: ON CLASSIFICATION OF ARTS
IN THE SRIVIJAYA PERIOD

Rationale: A complete inventory of art objects and
monuments is needed to determine the artistic tradi-
tions of the period.
Objectives:

1. To compile a complete and up-to-date list of art
objects in museums and private collections within and
outside the region to formulate the distribution of art
styles within the region

2. To study the iconography of religious objects
to arrive at the religious development during the
period

3. To study the architectural styles and tech-
niques and the decorative elements of monuments to
determine their evolution and internal and external
relationships
Methodology:

1. Conduct field surveys and studies in museums
2. Analyse material of art objects and monuments
3. Relevant Member Countries will send an inven-

tory of art objects and monuments with slides, photo-
graphs, plans, and elevations of their respective coun-
tries to the SPAFA coodinating Unit

4. Study the non-religious art objects to define
their place in society

5. Relevant Member Countries will study the
evolution of art objects, iconographic materials, and
architectural monuments and map out their distribu-
tion as well as determine internal and external rela-
tionships

6. Exchange results of the above-mentioned
studies

7. Hold seminar on Art History of the Srivijaya
Period two years after the start of the project.

To be continued next issue 
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The restoration of Intramu-
ros is expected to pay for
itself — by providing both
foreign and national tourism a 
natural attraction close to the
center of Manila. Intramuros
will have pensiones for the
tourists and hostels for stu-
dents studying in the city. It
will have a complex of
tourists and hostels for stu-
dents studying in the city. It
will have' a complex of
museums that will deal mainly
with the art and history of
the Spanish period. The
modest exhibits at Puerta

Isabel are a foretaste of what
is to come.

Puerta Isabel contains a 
representative collection of
architectural details and'
embellishments; visual aids
that should help in reviving
their use and craft; period
furniture, ecclesiastical vest-
ments and church santos, al-
tars and picture blow-ups — 
all to provide the interested
individual with a glimpse of
Intramuros as it was. Other
cultural activities are being
planned and appropriate sites
for them are being looked

into, within the Intramuros
area. A song recital by the
famed soprano Lilia Reyes was
held at Puerta Isabel in early
March. Ms. Reyes sang mainly
for masons, carpenters and
peons of the Intramuros resto-
ration project — whose ances-
tors may well have taken part
in the original building of the
Walls.

If in the past, Intramuros was
an enclave of the Spaniards,
the restored Intramuros will
belong to all Filipinos — who
shall be custodians of that
heritage.
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